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Daniel ’s 70 Weeks of Years 

When did  i t  s tar t?  

Has i t  ended,  or  is  the re  a  gap in  i t?  

B y  D r .  D a v i d  R .  R e a g a n  
[http://christinprophecy.org/articles/daniels-70-weeks-of-years/] 

O n e  o f  t h e  m os t  r e m ark ab l e  a nd  im p o r t an t  p ro ph e c i es  i n  t he  B ib l e  i s  f ou n d  i n  D a n i e l  
9 : 2 4 - 2 7 .  I t  i s  t he  c o r ne rs to ne  o f  Me s s i an i c  p ro ph ec y  be c au se  i t  es tab l i s he s  the  t im i ng  

o f  bo th  t h e  F i r s t  a n d  S e co nd  A d ven ts  o f  t he  Mes s ia h .  

T h e  p ro ph ec y  i s  u s ua l l y  r e f e r r ed  to  a s  “ T he  70  W ee k s  o f  Yea rs . ”  T h i s  n am e  de r i ves  f r om  

t h e  o pe n i ng  wo rd s  o f  m o s t  E n g l i s h  t ra ns l a t i o n s :  “ S e v e n t y  w e e k s  h a v e  b e e n  
d e c r e e d ”  ( D a n i e l  9 : 2 4 ) .  I n  t he  He b re w ,  t h e  wo rd  t ra n s l a te d  “we ek s ”  i s  ac tu a l l y  t h e  wo rd  

“ s e ve n s . ”  So ,  t h e  te x t  ac tu a l l y  s a ys ,  “ S e v e n t y  s e v e n s  h a v e  b e e n  d e c r e e d … ”  

J u s t  a s  t he  E ng l i s h  wo rd  “do z en ”  c a n  re f e r  t o  a  d o zen  o f  an y t h i n g ,  t he  He b re w  wo rd  

s h a vu im ,  m e an in g  “ s e v e ns , ”  c an  re f e r  t o  s e v e n  o f  an y th i n g .  I t s  e x ac t  m e an in g  i s  

de pe nd en t  up o n  th e  c on te x t .  I n  t h i s  k e y  p as s ag e  f r o m  Da n i e l ,  t he  c on te x t  m ak e s  i t  c l e a r  

t h a t  h e  i s  sp ea k in g  o f  yea rs  —  s e v e n t y  s e v e ns  o f  ye a rs ,  wh i ch  wo u l d  b e  a  t o ta l  o f  4 90  

y e a rs .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o re  a pp ro p r i a te  t o  r e fe r  t o  t h e  p ro ph ec y  as  “T he  70  W e ek s  o f  Ye a r s ”  

e ve n  t h ou gh  tho s e  e x ac t  wo rds  a re  no t  f o und  i n  t h e  p a s s ag e  i t s e l f .  

The Jewish Context and Goals 

A no the r  im po r tan t  t h i ng  to  k eep  i n  m ind  a bo u t  t h e  c o n te x t  o f  t he  pa s s a ge  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  

d i r ec ted  to  t he  J e w i s h  p eo p l e .  T he  op en i ng  wo rds  o f  t he  p ro p h ec y  m ak e  th i s  

c l e a r :  “ S e v e n t y  w e e k s  h a v e  b e e n  d e c l a r e d  f o r  y o u r  p e o p l e  a n d  y o u r  h o l y  c i t y … ”  ( D a n i e l  
9 : 2 4 ) .  T h e  f o cu s  o f  t he  p rop he c y  i s  t he  na t i o n  o f  I s rae l  a nd  t he  c i t y  o f  J e rus a l em .  

T h e  p ro ph ec y  be g i ns  b y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  s i x  t h i ng s  w i l l  be  ac c om p l i s h ed  re ga rd i ng  t he  

J e w i s h  p e op l e  d u r i ng  a  p e r i o d  o f  4 90  ye a rs :  

  “ F i n i s h  t h e  t r a n s g r e s s i o n ”  

  “ M a k e  a n  e n d  o f  s i n ”  

  “ M a k e  a t o n e m e n t  f o r  i n i q u i t y ”  

  “ B r i n g  i n  e v e r l a s t i n g  r i g h t e o u s n e s s ”  

  “ S e a l  u p  v i s i o n  a n d  p r o p h e c y ”  

  “ A n o i n t  t h e  m o s t  h o l y  p l a c e ”  

Le t ’ s  t a k e  a  m om e n t  t o  c on s i d e r  t he  m ea n in g  o f  t h e s e  s i x  p r op he c ie s .  T he  f i r s t ,  “ f i n i s h  

t h e  t r a ns g res s i on , ”  r e f e r s  t o  t he  J ew ’ s  r e j e c t i o n  o f  G o d .  T h e  H eb re w  wo rd  t r a n s l a te d  

“ t r an sg r es s i o n ”  c on no te s  th e  i d e a  o f  r ebe l l i o n ,  a n d  th e  reb e l l i o n  o f  t h e  J e w i s h  pe op l e  i s  

t h e i r  r e j e c t i on  o f  Je s u s  as  t h e i r  Mes s i ah .  J es u s  sa i d  He  wo u l d  n o t  re tu r n  un t i l  t he  

J e w i s h  p e op l e  a re  w i l l i ng  t o  s a y ,  “ B l e s s e d  i s  H e  w h o  c o m e s  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  
L o r d ”  ( M a t t h e w  2 3 : 3 7 - 3 9 ) .  T h e  J e ws  w i l l  ope n  the i r  he a r t s  t o  t he i r  Mes s ia h  b e f o re  

D an i e l ’ s  4 9 0  ye a r  p e r i o d  e nd s .  
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T h e  p e r i o d  w i l l  a l s o  w i tn es s  a n  “ e n d  o f  s i n ”  f o r  th e  Je ws .  T h e  wo rd  t r an s l a te d  “ s i n ”  

r e f e r s  t o  t h e  s i ns  o f  da i l y  l i f e  —  s i ns  o f  d i s h o ne s t y  a nd  im m o ra l i t y .  T h i s  en d  o f  s i n  w i l l  

oc c u r  a t  t h e  t i m e  th e  J e ws  a c c ep t  t h e i r  M e s s i ah  an d  H i s  e a r t h l y  re i g n  o f  r i g h te ou s nes s  

be g i ns .  

A n  a ton em e n t  f o r  I s ra e l ’ s  s i n s  i s  t h e  th i r d  t h i ng  tha t  w i l l  ha pp en  du r i ng  Da n i e l ’ s  70  

w eek s  o f  y ea rs .  T h i s  a ton em e n t  o c c u r re d ,  o f  c ou rse ,  when  J es u s  s h ed  H i s  b l o od  on  the  

C ro s s  f o r  t he  s i n s  o f  t h e  wo r l d .  B u t  t h a t  a tone m en t  w i l l  no t  ac tu a l l y  be  ap p l i e d  t o  t h e  

J e ws  u n t i l  t he y  a p p rop r i a te  i t  b y  ac c e p t in g  J e s us  as  t h e i r  Me s s iah .  

T h e  4 9 0  y ea r  p e r i od  w i l l  a l s o  “ b r i n g  i n  e v e r l a s t i n g  r i g h t e o u s n e s s . ”  T h i s  un do ub ted l y  

r e f e r s  t o  t h e  e s t ab l i s h m en t  o f  t he  Me s s i ah ’ s  e a r th l y  r e i g n  whe n  the  e a r th  w i l l  be  f l ood e d  

w i t h  pe ac e ,  r i gh teo us ne s s  an d  j us t i c e  as  t h e  wa te r s  c o v e r  t he  s ea .  

T h e  f i f t h  ac h i e v em en t  w i l l  b e  t h e  f u l f i l l m en t  o f  a l l  p ro phe c y  co nc e rn i n g  the  Me s s i ah .  T h e  

A po s t l e  Pe te r  r e f e r red  to  two  t y pe s  o f  M es s ia n i c  p ro p he c y  —  t hos e  re l a te d  to  “ t h e  
s u f f e r i n g s  o f  C h r i s t ”  an d  tho se  c on c e r n i ng  “ t h e  g l o r i e s  t o  f o l l o w ”  ( 1  P e t e r  1 : 1 1 ) .  T he  

s u f f e r i n g  p ro ph e c i es  we re  a l l  f u l f i l l ed  a t  t he  C ro s s .  T h e  p rop h e c i es  c o nc e rn i ng  “ t h e  
g l o r i e s  t o  f o l l o w ”  a re  ye t  t o  be  f u l f i l l e d .  Ju s t  a s  J es u s  wa s  h um i l i a te d  i n  h i s to ry ,  H e  i s  

go i n g  to  b e  g l o r i f i e d  i n  h i s to r y .  T h i s  w i l l  o cc u r  whe n  the  Je ws  a cc e p t  H im ,  a n d  H e  

r e tu r ns  t o  re i g n  o ve r  t h e  wo r l d  f r om  M t .  Z i on  i n  J e rus a l e m.  

T h e  f i na l  g oa l  t o  be  ac h i e ve d  a t  t h e  e nd  o f  t h e  7 0  wee k s  o f  yea rs  i s  “ t h e  a n o i n t i n g  o f  t h e  
m o s t  h o l y . ”  Mos t  E n g l i s h  t ra ns l a t i o ns  s a y  “ t h e  m o s t  h o l y  p l a c e . ”  T h e  H eb re w  s i mp l y  s a ys ,  

“ t he  m os t  h o l y . ”  C om m e n ta to r s  t he re f o re  d i f f e r  a s  t o  whe the r  t h i s  i s  a  r e f e re nc e  to  t h e  

an o i n t i ng  o f  t he  Mes s ia h  a s  K i ng  o f  k i ng s  o r  wh e th e r  i t  i s  t a l k i n g  a bo u t  t he  an o in t i n g  o f  

t h e  M i l l e nn ia l  T e m ple  de s c r i be d  i n  E zek i e l  4 0 -4 8 .  E i t he r  wa y  th e  a n o in t i n g  w i l l  n o t  t ak e  

p l a c e  un t i l  t h e  L o rd  r e t u rn s  i n  r es p ons e  t o  t he  na t i o na l  r ep en tan c e  o f  t h e  J e ws .  

 

The Start ing Point 

D an i e l  s a y s  a l l  t h es e  sp i r i t ua l  g oa l s  w i l l  be  ac c om p l i sh ed  w i t h i n  a  s pe c i a l  p e r i od  o f  49 0  

y e a rs .  W he n  d i d  t ha t  pe r i o d  b eg in ,  an d  w he n  d i d  i t  e nd ?  I t  i s  wh en  Da n i e l  ad d res s es  

t h es e  q ue s t i o ns  th a t  h e  b eg in s  t o  g i v e  c l u e s  as  t o  t he  t im in g  o f  t h e  F i r s t  a n d  S ec o nd  

A d ve n t s  o f  t he  Mes s ia h .  

T h e  p ro ph ec y  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  s ta r t i n g  p o in t  o f  t he  70  w eek s  o f  yea rs  w i l l  b e  “ t h e  i s s u i n g  o f  
a  d e c r e e  t o  r e s t o r e  a n d  r e b u i l d  J e r u s a l e m ”  ( D a n i e l  9 : 2 5 ) .  K ee p  i n  m i nd  th a t  t h i s  p r op he c y  

w as  g i ve n  to  D an ie l  b y  t he  an ge l  Ga b r i e l  d u r i n g  the  t im e  o f  I s r ae l ’ s  ex i l e  i n  B a b y lo n .  

T h e  a p p ro x im a te  da t e  wa s  5 38  B .C . ,  sh o r t l y  be f o re  t he  f i r s t  r em na n t  o f  J e ws  we re  

a l l o we d  to  r e t u rn  t o  J e rus a l e m i n  5 36  B . C .  u n de r  Z e rub ba be l .  J e ru sa l e m  wa s  i n  ru i n s  a t  

t h i s  t im e ,  ha v i n g  b ee n  d e s t ro y ed  b y  N eb u c h ad ne zz a r  7 0  ye a rs  ea r l i e r  i n  5 8 6  B .C .  (T he  

c a p t i v i t y  had  be gu n  i n  605  B .C . ,  be f o re  t he  de s t ru c t i o n  o f  J e rus a le m,  wh en  

N ebu c ha dn e z z a r  t o ok  Da n i e l  an d  o t he r  “ y o u th s ”  t o  B ab y lon  as  h os ta ge s  —  D a n i e l  1 : 1 -
4 . )  

T h e  c ruc i a l  q ue s t i o n  re l a te s  t o  wh en  the  de c re e  was  i s s u ed  “ t o  r e s t o r e  a n d  r e b u i l d  
J e r u s a l e m . ”  T h e re  a re  t h ree  po s s i b l e  d a te s :  

  5 3 8  B . C .  —  C y r u s ,  K i n g  o f  P e r s i a ,  i s s u e d  a  d e c r e e  t o  Z e r u b b a b e l  t o  r e b u i l d  t h e  
T e m p l e  i n  J e r u s a l e m  ( 2  C h r o n i c l e s  3 6 : 2 2 - 2 3 ;  E z r a  1 : 1 - 3 ;  a n d  E z r a  6 : 1 - 5 ) .  
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  4 5 7  B . C .  —  A r t a x e r x e s ,  K i n g  o f  P e r s i a ,  i s s u e d  a  d e c r e e  t o  E z r a  a u t h o r i z i n g  h i m  t o  
r e i n s t i t u t e  t h e  T e m p l e  s e r v i c e s ,  a p p o i n t  j u d g e s  a n d  m a g i s t r a t e s ,  a n d  t e a c h  t h e  L a w  
( E z r a  7 : 1 1 - 2 6 ) .  

  4 4 5  B . C .  —  A r t a x e r x e s  i s s u e d  a  d e c r e e  t o  N e h e m i a h  t o  r e b u i l d  t h e  w a l l s  o f  J e r u s a l e m  
( N e h e m i a h  2 : 1 - 8 ) .  

O n  t he  s u r f a ce ,  t h e  t h i r d  dec ree ,  t h e  o ne  i s s ue d  to  N ehe m ia h ,  s e em s  to  b e  the  m o s t  

ob v i o us  c a n d i da te  f o r  t he  s ta r t i n g  da te  o f  t he  p ro ph ec y ,  f o r  i t  i s  t h e  o n l y  on e  th a t  

s p e c i f i ca l l y  re l a tes  t o  t he  r eb u i l d i ng  o f  t he  c i t y .  F o r  t h a t  r eas o n ,  m o s t  co m m en t a to rs  

ha v e  s e l ec te d  i t  as  t he  beg i n n i ng  o f  t he  70  we ek s  o f  ye a r s .  

The Events of the 70 Weeks of Years 

D an i e l ’ s  p ro ph ec y  ne x t  s ta te s  t ha t  t he  49 0  ye a rs  w i l l  be  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h re e  p e r i od s  a s  

f o l l o ws :  s e ve n  wee k s  (4 9  ye a rs )  p l us  s i x t y - two  we ek s  ( 43 4  y e a rs )  p l u s  o n e  we e k  (7  

y e a rs ) .  H e  s t a t es  t h a t  a t  t h e  e nd  o f  t he  f i r s t  t wo  p e r i o ds  (69  we ek s  o r  4 83  y ea rs ) ,  t h e  

M es s ia h  w i l l  b e  “ c u t  o f f , ”  a  s e em i ng l y  c l e a r  r e f e re n ce  to  t he  c ru c i f i x i on .  He  t he n  s ta tes  

t h a t  b o th  J e rus a le m a nd  th e  T e m p le  w i l l  be  de s t ro y ed .  

T h e  p ro ph ec y  c on c lud es  b y  f oc us i ng  on  t he  l a s t  we ek  o f  yea rs .  I t  s a ys  tha t  f o l l o w i ng  the  

de a th  o f  t he  M es s ia h  a nd  the  d e s t ru c t i o n  o f  J e ru sa l e m ,  “ t h e  p r i n c e  w h o  i s  t o  c o m e ”  w i l l  

m ak e  a  c o ve na n t  w i t h  t h e  J e w i s h  pe op le  t ha t  w i l l  en ab le  t he m  to  r e i ns t i t u te  t h e i r  

s a c r i f i c i a l  s y s tem .  T h i s  p r i nc e  w i l l  c o me  f r om  th e  s a me  pe op le  wh o  d e s t ro ye d  t h e  

T e m p le  ( t he  Ro m an s ) .  

W e  k no w  f r om  2  T h es s a lo n i an s  2  t h a t  t h i s  “ p r i n c e  w h o  i s  t o  c o m e ”  i s  t h e  A n t i c h r i s t ,  

t h e  “ m a n  o f  l a w l e s s n e s s ”  w ho  i s  “ t h e  s o n  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n . ”  T h e  s am e  pa s s age  m ak es  i t  

c l e a r  t h a t  h i s  c o v e na n t  w i l l  e na b le  t h e  J e ws  to  re bu i l d  t h e i r  T em p l e .  

B o th  pa s s age s  —  Da n i e l  9  a nd  2  T hes s a l on i a ns  2  —  es tab l i sh  t h e  f a c t  t ha t  i n  t h e  m i dd l e  

o f  t h i s  70 th  wee k  (3  1 /2  yea rs  i n to  i t )  t h i s  “ p r i nc e  wh o  i s  t o  c om e ”  w i l l  d ou b l e  c ros s  th e  

J e w i s h  p e op l e .  He  w i l l  m a rch  i n to  t he  re b u i l t  T em p le  an d  d ec l a re  h im s e l f  t o  b e  G od .  He  

w i l l  s t op  t he  s ac r i f i c e s  an d  h e  w i l l  e re c t  “ a n  a b o m i n a t i o n  o f  d e s o l a t i o n , ” m os t  l i k e l y  a n  

i d o l  o f  h im s e l f .  T h e  b o o k  o f  R e v e la t i o n  s p e c i f i es  t h a t  t h e  Me s s i ah  w i l l  re tu rn  t o  e a r th  3  

1 /2  ye a rs  a f t e r  t h i s  d e so la t i o n  o f  t he  T e m p le  t ak e s  p l ac e .  

N o w  we  ha ve  t h e  t i m i ng  o f  t he  t wo  ad ve n ts  o f  t h e  M e ss i ah .  He  w i l l  co m e  th e  f i r s t  t im e  a t  

t h e  e nd  o f  4 8 3  y ea rs  a n d  w i l l  be  “ cu t  o f f ”  b e f o re  t he  T em p l e  i s  de s t ro y ed .  He  w i l l  r e tu rn  

t h e  s e c o nd  t im e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a  s e ve n  ye a r  pe r i o d  th a t  w i l l  b e g in  w i t h  a  t r e a t y  t ha t  

a l l o ws  th e  J e ws  to  re b u i l d  t h e i r  T em p le  an d  re i ns t i t u te  t he  M os a i c  s y s te m  o f  s a c r i f i c es .  

Calculating Dates 

T h e  f i r s t  pe r s on  i n  m od e rn  h i s to r y  t o  c a l c u l a t e  t h e  48 3  ye a rs  t o  t he  “ cu t t i n g  o f f ”  o f  t he  

M es s ia h  was  S i r  R ob e r t  A nd e rs on  i n  h i s  bo ok ,  T h e  C o m i n g  P r i n c e  ( 18 94 ) .  Us in g  the  

de c re e  to  N eh em ia h  i s su ed  i n  44 5  B .C .  a s  h i s  s t a r t i ng  p o in t ,  a nd  us i n g  wha t  he  c a l l ed  

“ t he  36 0  d a y  p ro p he t i c  yea r , ”  A n de rs o n  c a l c u l a te d  th a t  i t  was  e x a c t l y  17 3 ,8 80  da y s  o r  

48 3  l u n a r  y e a r s  f ro m  the  d a y  t he  e d i c t  w as  i ss u ed  to  t h e  da y  J e s us  m ad e  H i s  t r i u m ph a l  

en t r y  i n to  J e ru s a l em .  H i s  c a l c u l a t i o ns  p l a ce d  t h e  c ru c i f i x i o n  i n  t he  sp r i n g  o f  32  A .D .  

T h e s e  ca l c u l a t i o n s  ha v e  rem a ine d  a lm o s t  sa c re d  i n  Ch r i s t i a n  t h i n k i ng  f o r  t h e  p a s t  o ne  

hu nd re d  y ea rs .  B u t  t he y  n e ed  to  b e  e x am in ed  c a re f u l l y  be ca u s e  t he  f ac t  o f  t h e  m a t te r  i s  

t h a t  t h e re  a r e  t wo  se r i o us  p ro b le m s  w i th  A n de rs o n ’ s  c a l c u l a t i on s .  
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The Prophetic Year Problem 

T h e  f i r s t  i s  h i s  as s um pt i o n  th a t  t h e  y e a rs  i n  t he  p ro phe c y  a re  l un a r  yea rs  o f  3 60  da y s .  

T h a t  a s su m pt i on  i s  ba s ed  up on  the  f ac t  t ha t  t he  bo ok  o f  Re v e l a t i o n  de f i ne s  the  70 th  

w eek  o f  D an i e l  as  l as t i n g  a  t o ta l  o f  2 ,52 0  d a ys  ( R e v e l a t i o n  1 1 : 3  an d  1 2 : 6 ) .  T h e  o n l y  wa y  

t h a t  c an  t r an s l a te  i n to  s e v en  yea rs  i s  b y  u s i ng  l u na r  ye a rs  o f  360  d a ys .  

N o w ,  o n  the  s u r f a ce ,  i t  s e em s  l o g i c a l  t o  a pp l y  t h i s  Re v e l a t i on  p r i n c i p l e  t o  D an i e l .  I f  t h e  

y e a rs  o f  t h e  f i na l  wee k  o f  D an ie l ’ s  p roph e c y  a re  l u na r  ye a rs ,  t h en  s u re l y  t he  f i r s t  4 83  

y e a rs  m u s t  a l so  be  l u na r  ye a rs .  

B u t  t he re  i s  a  f l a w  i n  th i s  l og i c .  D an i e l ’ s  p ro ph ec y  wa s  w r i t t en  t o  t he  peo p l e  o f  h i s  t im e  

t o  g i ve  t he m ,  am o ng  o th e r  t h i n gs ,  a n  i ns i g h t  a s  t o  whe n  the  Me s s i ah  wo u l d  c o m e .  A n d  

t h e  f a c t  o f  t he  ma t te r  i s  t ha t  Da n i e l  d o es  n o t  e v en  so  m uc h  as  h i n t  t ha t  he  i s  s p eak i ng  

o f  an y th i n g  o t h e r  t ha n  re gu la r  s o l a r  ye a r s .  

S om e  wo u l d  c ou n te r  b y  s a y i ng  tha t  t h e  J e ws  u s e d  a  l u na r  c a l e n d a r  a n d  t he r e f o r e  

t h oug h t  o n l y  i n  l u na r  t e rm s  wh en  c a l c u l a t i ng  t i m e .  B u t  t ha t  s im p l y  i s  no t  t r u e .  T h e  J e ws  

ha v e  n e ve r  r e l i ed  on  a  p u re  l un a r  c a l en d a r ,  l i k e  t he  Mu s l im s  do .  T h e  J e ws  ha ve  a l wa y s  

us e d  a  l u na r / so l a r  ca l e n d a r .  T h e i r  m on th s  a re  30  d a ys  l on g ,  b u t  t he y  i ns e r t  wha t  i s  

c a l l e d  a n  i n te r ca l a ry  m o n th  e ve ry  s o  o f t e n  to  m ak e  ad jus tm e n ts  f o r  t he  t r ue  so l a r  

c a l en da r .  

F o r  t he  Je ws  th i s  i s  an  ab so lu te  n ec e ss i t y  bec a us e  the i r  ma j o r  f e s t i va l s  (P a ss o ve r ,  

H a r ves t  an d  T ab e rna c l es )  a re  a l l  d i r ec t l y  re l a ted  to  t he  ag r i c u l t u ra l  c y c l e .  I f  t he y  d i d  

no t  m a k e  the  s o l a r  ad j u s tm en ts ,  t he i r  f es t i v a l s  wo u ld  m ig ra te  a rou nd  the  c a l en d a r ,  

r es u l t i n g  i n  h a rve s t  f es t i va l s  f a l l i n g  du r i ng  s ee d  p l a n t i ng  t im e s!  T h i s  i s  ex ac t l y  t he  c as e  

w i t h  t h e  Mus l i m  ca le n d a r  wh i c h  i s  a  pu re  l u na r  ca l e nd a r .  A n d  th u s ,  t h e  s a c r e d  f e s t i va l  

o f  Ra m ada n  c i r cu l a tes  a ro u n d  t he  ye a r .  O n e  ye a r  i t  w i l l  be  i n  Au gu s t ,  t h e  n e x t  i n  

S ep tem b e r ,  a nd  th e  ne x t  i n  Oc tob e r .  

T h e  p o i n t  i s  t ha t  t he  J e ws  i n  Da n ie l ’ s  t im e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  i n  t e rm s  o f  3 60  d a y  ye a rs .  N o r  

d i d  D an ie l .  I f  y ou  w i l l  l oo k  a t  D a n i e l  9 : 1 - 2  y ou  w i l l  se e  th a t  s h o r t l y  be f o re  he  wa s  g i v e n  

t h e  7 0  W e ek s  o f  Yea rs  p ro ph e c y  b y  G ab r i e l ,  he  d i sc o v e r ed  J e rem i ah ’ s  p ro ph ec y  tha t  t he  

B ab y l o n ia n  c a p t i v i t y  wo u l d  l as t  7 0  yea rs .  He  re a l i z e d  i mm e d i a te l y  t ha t  h e  was  ve r y  ne a r  

t h e  e nd  o f  t h os e  70  y ea rs .  

T h e  i nd i c a t i on  o f  t h i s  p a s s ag e  i s  t ha t  Da n i e l  i n te rp re ted  J e r em i ah ’ s  p ro ph ec y  o f  7 0  

y e a rs  t o  b e  7 0  reg u la r  yea rs  a s  de f i n ed  b y  t h e  J e w i sh  l u na r / so l a r  ca l e nd a r .  A nd  ag a i n ,  

i f  h i s  s u b s eq ue n t  p rop he c y  a bo u t  t he  70  we ek s  o f  y e a r s  wa s  to  h a v e  an y  m e an in g  to  t he  
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J e w is h  p e op l e ,  i t  h ad  to  b e  u nd e rs to od  i n  t e rm s  o f  r e gu l a r  y e a rs ,  no t  “ p rop he t i c  ye a r s ”  

o f  36 0  d a y s  ea c h .  

W h y  the n  wou l d  t h e r e  b e  a  d i f f e re nc e  b e t wee n  th e  f i r s t  4 8 3  y e a rs  an d  th e  l as t  s e ve n?  I  

s u s p ec t  i t  ma y  re l a te  t o  a  s ta te m en t  m ad e  b y  Je s us  i n  Ma t th e w  24 .  H e  s a i d  t he  70 th  

w eek  o f  D an i e l  w i l l  be  “ c u t  s h o r t ”  l e s t  a l l  l i f e  on  ea r th  b e  d es t ro ye d  d u r i n g  th a t  t e r r i b l e  

pe r i o d  o f  t r i b u l a t i on  ( M a t t h e w  2 4 : 2 2 ) .  

 

The Terminus Problem 

T h e  s e co nd  p rob le m  w i th  A n d e rs o n ’ s  c a l c u l a t i o n s  i s  t h e i r  t e rm i nu s  da te  o f  3 2  A . D .  T h i s  

j u s t  s im p l y  i s  n o t  a n  a c ce p ta b l e  ye a r  f o r  t he  dea th  o f  J e su s  s i nc e  i t  wou l d  p l ac e  th e  

c ruc i f i x i o n  o n  e i t h e r  S un da y  o r  M on da y .  E ve n  A nd e rs on  re c o g n i zed  th i s  p rob le m ,  an d  a s  

on e  a u t ho r  h as  p u t  i t ,  A n de r s on  en ga ge d  i n  s o m e  “m a th em a t i c a l  g ym na s t i c s ”  t o  a r r i v e  a t  

a  F r i da y  c ru c i f i x i on .  

I n  h i s  b oo k ,  C h r o n o l o g i c a l  A s p e c t s  o f  t h e  L i f e  o f  C h r i s t ,  H a ro l d  H oe hn e r  o f  Da l l a s  

T h eo l o g i c a l  S em i na r y  s h i f t s  t h e  d a te  o f  Ne hem i ah ’ s  de c ree  f ro m  44 5  to  44 4  B .C .  a nd  

t h en  c a l c u l a tes  t he  1 7 3 ,8 8 0  d a ys  to  t he  sp r i ng  o f  33  A .D . ,  w he n  the  c ru c i f i x i o n  wo u l d  

ha v e  f a l l en  on  a  F r i da y .  Bu t  t h i s  c rea tes  m ore  p rob l e m s  than  i t  so l v e s .  T he  44 4  B .C .  

da te  i s  s us pe c t  an d  t he  33  A .D .  d a te  i s  v e r y  l a te .  L u k e  3 : 2 3  s a y s  J es u s  wa s  “ab ou t  3 0  

y e a rs  o f  a g e ”  whe n  H e  b eg a n  H i s  m in i s t r y .  H i s  m i n i s t r y  l as ted  3  1 /2  y ea r s .  H oe hn e r ’ s  

c h ron o log y  wo u l d  mak e  J es u s  3 2  y e a rs  o l d  a t  t he  s ta r t  o f  H i s  m in i s t r y  a nd  3 5  a t  t he  

t i me  o f  h i s  d e a t h .  

 

An Alternative Viewpoint 

I  b e l i e ve  a  b e t te r  s o l u t i on  i s  t o  i n te rp re t  Da n i e l ’ s  p ro ph e c y  as  s pe ak i ng  o f  l un a r  yea rs  

ad ju s ted  pe r i od i c a l l y  a n d  th u s  am o un t i ng  to  re gu la r  ye a rs .  I  a l s o  be l i e v e  th a t  t he  be s t  

s ta r t i ng  po in t  f o r  t h e  p roph e c y  i s  t he  de c re e  i s s u ed  to  E z ra  i n  4 57  B .C .  

I  h a ve  a l re ad y  ex p l a i ne d  wh y  I  b e l i e v e  r eg u la r  yea rs  s h o u l d  b e  u s ed .  Le t  m e  n o w  

ex p la i n  wh y  I  t h i nk  t h e  d e c re e  i s s ue d  to  E z ra  s ho u l d  b e  u se d  a s  t h e  s t a r t i ng  po in t  f o r  

t h e  c a l c u l a t i on  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t wo  pe r i o ds  to ta l i ng  4 8 3  ye a rs .  

T h e  d e c r ee  g i ve n  to  Z e rubb ab e l  au t ho r i z e d  th e  reb u i l d i ng  o f  t he  T em p le .  T he  de c re e  

i s s u ed  to  N eh em ia h  c o n c e r n ed  the  r eb u i l d i ng  o f  t he  wa l l s  o f  J e ru sa le m .  E z ra ’ s  de c re e  

w as  m ore  g e ne r a l  i n  n a tu re ,  c o v e r i ng  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s ub je c t s .  B u t  we  k no w  f r o m  Sc r i p tu r e  

t h a t  h e  i n te rp r e t e d  i t  t o  m ean  th a t  t h e  J e ws  wer e  a u tho r i ze d  to  l aun c h  a  ge ne ra l  

r eb u i l d i ng  c am p a i gn  t ha t  i n c l ud e d  th e  te mp le ,  t h e  c i t y ,  a nd  t h e  w a l l s .  H i s  i n te rp re ta t i on  

i s  s ta ted  i n  E z r a  9 : 9  —  “ G o d  h a s  n o t  f o r s a k e n  u s ,  b u t  h a s  e x t e n d e d  l o v i n g  k i n d n e s s  t o  u s  i n  
t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  k i n g s  o f  P e r s i a ,  t o  g i v e  u s  r e v i v i n g  t o  r a i s e  u p  t h e  h o u s e  o f  o u r  G o d ,  t o  
r e s t o r e  i t s  r u i n s ,  a n d  t o  g i v e  u s  a  w a l l  i n  J u d a h  a n d  J e r u s a l e m ”  ( E z r a  9 : 9 ) .  

N o w ,  u s i n g  E z r a ’ s  dec re e  a s  t h e  s t a r i n g  p o i n t  ( 4 57  B .C . ) ,  i f  we  c oun t  f o r wa rd  48 3  y e a r s  

w e  w i l l  a r r i v e  a t  2 7  A .D .  (T he re  i s  on l y  on e  y e a r  b e twe e n  1  B .C .  a nd  1  A .D . )  A c c o rd i n g  

t o  t he  t r a n s l a to r  o f  J o s eph u s ,  t h e  J e w i sh  n ew  ye a r  t h a t  b eg a n  i n  t he  f a l l  o f  2 7  A .D .  
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m ark ed  t h e  b eg i nn in g  o f  t h e  l as t  J ub i l ee  Yea r  t h a t  t h e  J ews  e n j o yed  i n  t h e  l and  be f o re  

t h e i r  wo r l d w i de  d i s pe rs a l  b y  t he  Ro ma ns  i n  7 0  A .D .  T h i s  i s  m os t  l i k e l y  t he  yea r  t ha t  

J e s u s  b eg an  H i s  p u b l i c  m in i s t r y .  T h i s  i s  h i n te d  a t  i n  L uk e  4  whe re  i t  s a ys  tha t  wh en  

J e s u s  l au n c h ed  H i s  m i n i s t r y  a t  t he  s y na go gue  i n  N a za re t h ,  H e  d i d  so  b y  re ad ing  a  

pa s s age  f r om  I s a i a h  6 1  a b o u t  t h e  wa y  i n  wh i ch  th e  Me s s ia h  wou ld  f u l f i l l  t h e  sp i r i t ua l  

es s e nc e  o f  t h e  J u b i l ee .  A f t e r  f i n i sh i n g  th e  re ad in g ,  J e su s  p r oc l a im e d ,  “ T o d a y  t h i s  
S c r i p t u r e  h a s  b e e n  f u l f i l l e d  i n  y o u r  h e a r i n g ”  ( L u k e  4 : 2 1 ) .  

 

The Relationship of the Resurrection 

F u r the r  e v i de nc e  tha t  t h i s  da te  i s  c o r rec t  i s  t he  f ac t  t h a t  i t  wo u l d  p l a c e  th e  e nd  o f  

J e s u s ’  3  1 /2  ye a r  m in i s t r y  i n  t he  s p r i n g  o f  3 1  A .D .  A nd  tha t  ha pp en s  to  b e  the  mo s t  

l i k e l y  ye a r  o f  t he  c ru c i f i x i o n .  

M os t  s c ho la rs  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  p l ac e  the  c ru c i f i x i o n  i n  e i t h e r  3 0  o r  33  A .D .  bec a us e  the s e  

a re  t he  on l y  t wo  ye a rs  i n  t he  t i me  f r ame  o f  J e s u s ’  d ea th  whe n  P a ss o ve r  f e l l  o n  F r i da y .  

T h e  b e l i e f  t ha t  J e s us  was  c ruc i f i ed  o n  a  Pa s s o ve r  t h a t  f e l l  on  F r i d a y  i s  b a s e d  o n  a  

s ta te m en t  i n  M a r k  1 5 : 4 2  wh i c h  s a ys  the  c ru c i f i x i on  too k  p l ac e  o n  “ t h e  d a y  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  
b e f o r e  t h e  S a b b a t h . ”  

B u t  t h i s  s ta tem e n t  d oe s  no t  ne ce s s a r i l y  m e an  tha t  t h e  c r uc i f i x i o n  to ok  p l a ce  on  a  

F r i d a y .  S u ch  an  a ss um p t i o n  i s  ro o t ed  i n  G en t i l e  i gn o r an c e  a b o u t  J e w i s h  f ea s t  da y s .  

W ha t  t h e  Gen t i l e  c hu rch  ha s  f a i l e d  t o  r ec o gn i ze  o v e r  t he  c en tu r i e s  i s  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  

a f t e r  P a s s o v e r  i s  a  f eas t  d a y ,  o r  “H ig h  S a bb a t h , ”  be c a us e  i t  i s  t he  be g i nn in g  o f  t he  

F e a s t  o f  Un le a v en ed  B r ead .  I t  i s  co ns i de re d  to  b e  a  S abb a th  r eg a rd l es s  o f  wh a t  d a y  o f  

t h e  wee k  i t  f a l l s  o n  ( N u m b e r s  2 8 : 1 6 - 1 8 ) .  

T h e  Go s pe l s  m ak e  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  c ru c i f i x i on  we ek  ha d  t wo  Sa bb a t hs .  M a r k  1 6 : 1 s a ys  a  

g ro up  o f  wom e n  b ou gh t  s p i ce s  to  a no in t  t he  b od y  o f  J es u s  a f t e r  t h e  Sa bb a th  wa s  o v e r .  

B u t  i n  L u k e  2 3 : 5 6  i t  sa y s  the y  bou gh t  t h e  s p i c es  b e f o re  t h e  S ab b a t h  and  t h en  re s te d  on  

t h e  S ab b a th  b e f o re  p roc e e d i ng  to  t he  tom b .  

I n  t he  yea r  3 1  A .D .  P as s o ve r  f e l l  o n  W edn es d a y .  J e s u s  was  c ruc i f i ed  t h a t  m o rn i n g  a n d  

bu r i e d  th a t  e ve n in g .  T h e  n e x t  d a y ,  T h u rs d a y ,  wa s  a  H ig h  S ab b a t h .  On  F r i da y ,  a f t e r  t h e  

H igh  S ab ba th ,  t he  wo me n  bou gh t  t h e  s p i c es  an d  the n  res te d  o n  th e  re gu l a r  S a b b a t h  

( S a t u rd a y )  b e f o re  go in g  to  t he  to m b  o n  S un da y  m o rn i ng .  

Further Collaboration 

T h e  t i m e  s pa n  I  am  p ro po s ing  f r om  4 57  B .C .  t o  2 7  A .D .  i s  a l s o  s u ppo r ted  b y  a no the r  

am a z ing  p i e c e  o f  e v i d en ce .  D o  y ou  rem em b e r  h ow  Da n i e l  d i v i de d  th e  f i r s t  48 3  y e a rs  

i n to  two  pe r i o d s  o f  t i m e ,  f i r s t  49  yea rs  a n d  the n  4 34  yea rs ?  W hy  d i d  he  do  tha t ?  G o  

ba c k  an d  re - rea d  D a n i e l  9 : 2 5  an d  n o t i c e  t ha t  he  m ak es  s pe c i f i c  re f e re nc e  to  t h e  

r eb u i l d i ng  o f  t he  c i t y  o f  Je rus a lem .  D id  he  d i v i de  t h e  p e r i o d  i n to  two  p a r t s  t o  i nd i c a t e  

t h a t  t h e  r e bu i l d i n g  o f  t h e  c i t y  wou ld  oc c u p y  t he  f i r s t  4 9  yea rs?  

I n  a  r e ce n t  b oo k le t  en t i t l ed  “T he  Da n i e l  Pa pe rs , ”  a  p u b l i c a t i on  o f  t he  Ra d i o  B i b l e  C las s ,  

t h e  a u th o r ,  H e rb  V a nd e r  Lu g t ,  no tes :  
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“According to Barnes and several other trustworthy Bible commentators, the historian Prideaux declared 

Nehemiah’s last action in rebuilding the city occurred in the 15th year of the Persian ruler Darius Nothus (423-404 

B.C.). His 15th year was the 49th year from the 457 B.C. decree. Josephus seems to support this idea in his remarks 

about the death of Nehemiah.” 

 

A Prophetic Gap 

O n e  p u z z le  re m a i ns  a bou t  D an ie l ’ s  p ro ph ec y .  W h a t  a bo u t  t he  70 th  wee k ?  I s  i t  pa s t  o r  

f u tu re?  I  b e l i e ve  the re  i s  no  dou b t  wh a t s oe v e r  t h a t  i t  i s  f u tu re .  T he  r ea so n  f o r  t h a t  

c o n c lus i on  i s  s im p le .  T he  p ro phe c y  be g in s  b y  s ta t i n g  t h a t  t h e  4 90  y ea rs  w i l l  p ro du c e  s i x  

c o n s equ en c es  am o ng  the  J e w i s h  p e op l e .  

I  b eg an  th i s  a r t i c l e  b y  o u t l i n i n g  t h os e  s i x  p ro phe t i c  e v en ts  i n  de ta i l .  I f  yo u  w i l l  l ook  

ba c k  a t  t h em ,  yo u  w i l l  r e a d i l y  s ee  tha t  t h e y  a re  s t i l l  u n f u l f i l l ed .  T he  J e ws  a re  s t i l l  i n  

r eb e l l i o n  a g a in s t  God ,  t h e y  a re  s t i l l  c au g h t  up  i n  t h e i r  s i ns ,  t h e y  a re  s t i l l  r e f u s i ng  to  

ac c e p t  t h e  a ton em e n t  f o r  t he i r  i n i q u i t y ,  e ve r l as t i n g  r i gh teo us n es s  ha s  no t  c ome  to  t h e  

ea r th ,  a l l  p ro ph ec y  co nc e rn i n g  the  Me s s i a h  ha s  no t  ye t  b ee n  f u l f i l l ed ,  an d  “ t h e  m o s t  

ho l y ”  ha s  no t  b een  an o in t ed .  

T h e re  m u s t ,  t he re f o re ,  b e  a  ga p  i n  t h e  p rop he c y .  T h i s  m a y se em  s t ra n ge  to  t he  ca s ua l  

r ea de r .  B u t  s tu den ts  o f  p rop he c y  a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  p rop he t i c  g a p s .  T he y  a re  ve r y  

c om m on  i n  p ro p h e t i c  l i t e ra tu r e  b ec au s e  o f  t h e  p ec u l i a r  n a tu re  o f  t h e  p ro ph e t i c  

pe rsp e c t i ve .  Go d  wou ld  s ho w H i s  p ro ph e ts  g re a t  f u tu re  e ve n ts  a nd  t he  p ro ph e t s  wo u l d  

p re se n t  t he m  as  i f  t he y  we re  ha p p en in g  i n  r ap i d  s uc c es s io n  b ec a us e  th a t ’ s  t he  wa y  the y  

ap pe a r e d .  T h e  p r op he t  wa s  l i k e  a  p e rs on  l o ok i ng  do wn  a  mou n ta i n  r an ge  s ee i ng  on e  

m ou n ta i n  t op  a f t e r  an o th e r ,  s e em i ng l y  p res s ed  up  ag a i n s t  e a c h  o th e r ,  bu t  i n  r ea l i t y  

s e p a r a t ed  b y  g re a t  v a l l e y s  wh i c h  c o u l d  n o t  b e  s e en .  

J e s u s  H im s e l f  r ec o gn i z ed  t h i s  ch a ra c te r i s t i c  o f  p ro ph ec y  wh en  He  re a d  a  p r op h ec y  f ro m  

I s a i a h  i n  t he  s y nag og ue  i n  Na z a r e th .  I f  yo u  w i l l  c he c k  wh a t  H e  rea d  ( L u k e  4 : 1 8 -  1 9 )  

ag a i ns t  wh a t  I s a i a h  w r o te  ( I s a i a h  6 1 : 1 - 3 ) ,  y ou  w i l l  se e  th a t  Je s us  s top p ed  re ad in g  i n  t h e  

m id d l e  o f  a  se n te nc e  be ca us e  the  res t  o f  t he  s en ten ce  ha d  t o  d o  w i th  H i s  Se c ond  

C om in g .  

 

The Implicat ions 

F o r  Ch r i s t i an s ,  Da n i e l ’ s  p ro ph ec y  s h o u ld  s e r ve  to  u n d e r s co r e  t h e  s u pe rn a tu ra l  o r i g i n  o f  

t h e  B ib l e .  I t  s h ou l d  a l s o  s e r v e  a s  co n f i rma t i o n  th a t  J es us  o f  Na za re th  wa s  th e  p ro m i s ed  

M es s ia h .  

F o r  Je ws ,  t h e  p r op hec y  s ho u l d  b e  d ee p l y  d i s tu rb i n g  f o r  two  r ea s o n s .  F i r s t ,  i t  c lea r l y  

t e ac he s  tha t  t h e  Mes s ia h  h ad  to  co m e  b e f o re  t h e  T e m p l e  was  d es t ro y ed  i n  70  A .D .  T ha t  

m ea ns  th a t  e i t h e r  Go d  f a i l ed  t o  k e ep  H i s  p rom i se  o r  e l s e  t he  J e ws  m i ss e d  re co gn i z i n g  

t h e i r  Me s s i ah .  S ec on d ,  t he  p rop he c y  c l ea r l y  t ea c he s  tha t  a  t e r r i b l e  t i m e  o f  t r i b u l a t i on  

f o r  t h e  Je ws  s t i l l  l i e s  ah ea d .  
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M os e s  s a i d  i t  wou ld  be  a  t im e  o f  “ d i s t r e s s ”  t h a t  wou ld  oc c u r  i n  “ t h e  l a t t e r  
d a y s ” ( D e u t e r o n o m y  4 : 3 0 ) .  J e rem i ah  c a l l ed  i t  “ t h e  t i m e  o f  J a c o b ’ s  d i s t r e s s ”  ( J e r e m i a h  
3 0 : 7 ) .  Da n i e l  c ha ra c te r i ze d  i t  as  “ a  t i m e  o f  d i s t r e s s  s u c h  a s  n e v e r  o c c u r r e d  s i n c e  t h e r e  w a s  
a  n a t i o n  u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e ”  ( D a n i e l  1 2 : 1 ) .  Z e c h a r i ah  sa ys  t wo - th i r ds  o f  t h e  J e ws  w i l l  “ b e  c u t  
o f f  a n d  p e r i s h ”  d u r i n g  th a t  t e r r i b l e  t im e  ( Z e c h a r i a h  1 3 : 8 ) .  

T h e  p ro c es s  w i l l  be  ho r r i b l e .  B u t  t he  res u l t  w i l l  b e  g l o r i ous ,  f o r  t he  rem a in i ng  rem na n t  

w i l l  a t  l on g  l a s t  t u rn  t h e i r  he a r t s  t o  God ,  ac c e p t  t he i r  Me ss i ah ,  an d  c r y  o u t ,  “ B l e s s e d  i s  
H e  w h o  c o m e s  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  L o r d ! ”  
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